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MISSILES OVER NEUTRAL TERRITORY 


Swaffham awakes 


Sweden 


By a Swedish Journalist resident in London. 


GERMANY: LET’ 
HAVE TALKS 


AN EDITORIAL 


HE proposals for a settlement with Germany which the Russians want discussed 
at a conference in two months time contain little that we have not heard before 
and no concessions to the attitudes of Federal Germany and the U.S. 


Faced with proposals of this kind, West German and US statesmen feel very much at home. 
They can happily continue their favourite policy of unqualified refusals to enter into discussions. 


for a Berlin settlement. 


HE Swafiham demonstrations have drawn attention 


to the fact that missiles, fired from bases in Britain, 
may cross the neutral territories of Sweden and Finland 


on their way to strategic targets in the 
Soviet Union, and that similarly mis- 
siles from Soviet bases in the Baltic 
States will cross Sweden on their way 
to this country, 


Will they only cross over ? More missiles 
have, so far, gone only part of their dist- 
ance than have reached their target. 
Missiles from both sides may drop down on 
Swedish territory. 


Swedish newspapers in the towns in the 
“line of fire” have already pointed out 
this danger, and the Swedish Prime Min- 
ister, when questioned about this prospect, 
said “We will have to bring down the 
missiles if they start flying over our terri- 
tory.” 

This may not be technically possible or 
even advisable, but it reminds us of the 
fact that there is an area of disengagement 
in northern Europe, comprising almost half 
of the whole length of the Continent in a 
north-southerly direction. In fact, with 
Austria and Yugoslavia outside both power 
blocks, the Iron Curtain in a military sense 
consists only of the comparatively short 
frontiers of West Germany with Czecho- 
slovakia and East Germany. These fron- 
tiers are right in the centre of Europe. The 
rest of the north-south meridian of Europe 
is in ‘“‘ disengagement areas.” 


If neutrality is to be respected, the 
mnissiles from the Swaffham base could 
only be fired over NATO territory which 
makes it possible to aim only at targets 
in Southern Russia. 


Sweden and Finland are generally re- 
garded as smaller European states, but they 
form together a non-committed area, larger 
than Central Europe. The longest land 
frontier in Europe, and also the longest 
land frontier of any NATO country, is the 
Swedish-Norwegian frontier. This happens 
to be a demilitarised frontier. It was, 
before World War II, the only demilitarised 
frontier in Europe. 


Demilitarised territory 


It is not generally known that in the 
centre of this large non-committed area is 
a completely demilitarised territory—the 
Aland Islands. They are, in fact, the only 
demilitarised area in Europe. These islands 
have previously been of great strategic im- 
portance to anybody waging war in the 
Baltic Sea. The British Navy has fought 
battles around these islands. (In fact, the 
first Victoria Cross was won in a sea battle 
near Aland.) In the hands of any power, 
these islands could be a threat to other 
countries around the Baltic Sea. They 
command the sea passage to Leningrad, 
Helsinki, Abo, Stockholm and all Northern 
Baltic ports. 


In World War I, when there were no 
guided missiles, but long-range guns (firing 
more than 60 miles), the Aland Islands 
were thought of as a base from which it 
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In the present situation, however, it is not a tenable position. 
has made it quite clear that what it wants is discussion. 


| Another look me the All-Africa 


Peoples Conference 


By ARLO TATUM 


IEWED from Nigeria, the All-Africa Peoples’ Conference last December 
was a rather different picture from that painted by special correspondents 


in Peace News. 


Even at this late date, it is perhaps only fair to set out the 


attitude of very many ordinary Nigerians in the Eastern Region, where I spent 


a menth preceding the Conference. 


No one I met doubted the importance of 
the Conference, which I expected to attend 
as a Fraternal Delegate of the War Resis- 
ters International. 

Frankly, I expected also to represent the 
Nigerian Section of the WRI as well, but 
their attitude caused me not to make the 
proposal at the Foundation Meeting. To 
my surprise, I was faced with the request 
to cancel my acceptance of the Accra in- 
vitation, 


Of course, the WRI members wanted me 
to stay in Nigeria as long as possible, and 
this was a factor in their attitude, but their 
suspicions of the Conference purposes were 
genuine enough. They do not trust 
Nkrumah, the Prime Minister of Ghana. 
They fear him, and fear his methods. Their 
stomach muscles tighten each time he says 
“T am a friend of the Nigerian people,” 
which is rather frequently. The apologists 
for Nkrumah within the broad Colonial 
Freedom movement increase their uneasi- 
ness. The Conference was looked upon as 
an effort to establish Nkrumah as the poli- 
tical leader of all West Africa, 


Breaking point 


It is not my personal view that the Con- 
ference was called to extend Nkrumah's in- 
fluence and prestige. That this was bound 
to be one of the results is rather difficult to 
deny. 

Nigerians also point out that Nigeria is 
the first federation of Africa States and, 
with all its problems, is a more natural 
one than the Ghana-Guinea union. If there 
is to be a federation of West African States 
(which some want and some don’t) it must 
have a democratic beginning. 

Azikiwe maintains a high degree of popu- 
larity in the Eastern Region, and, as he is 
the political “father” of Nkrumah, Nige- 
rians have been slow to criticise the Ghana 
Government. About a fortnight before the 
Accra Conference, however, the first Nige- 
rian (a trader) was deported from Ghana. 


This was the breaking point for some. 
“We wouldn’t allow ‘Zik’ himself to act 
like Nkrumah,” I was told by a former 
Trade Union organiser, now working for 
the largest political party. By the way, this 
was before the Ghana Government passed 
legislation intended to bring Trade Unions 
under Government, supervision, as that 


measure wasn’t passed until after the Accra 
Conference. 

Only one or two people suggested that 
the Conference was a long-distance tug-of- 
war between Nasser and Nkrumah, but 
several suggested that the men had too 
many ideas in common, 


Fortunately, perhaps, money cabled me 
from WRI Headquarters was lost en route, 
making it impossible for me to go on to 
Ghana. I was not forced to make a deci- 
sion which would have been rather diffi- 
cult. I was convinced that the WRI would 
not thrive in Nigeria if the WRI became 
identified with the Ghana Government, but 
I was unconvinced that such an identifica- 
tion would have resulted from my attend- 
ance of the All-Africa Conference. 


Nigeria and Nkrumah 


1 am prepared to accept the fact that dis- 
trust of Nkrumah is not as widespread in 
Nigeria as my own limited observations 
suggested. Certainly he is greatly admired 
in some political circles. But it seems clear 
that many Nigerians view his methods with 
at least mixed feelings, if mot active dis- 
taste. 


Those of us who want an independent 
democratic West Africa, as do the Nigerians 
with whom I spoke, should be careful not 
automatically to defend and justify the mis- 
takes which newly independent nations are 
making, and probably will continue to 
make. There are many Africans who hope 
we will instead work for the establishment 
of the same democratic values in Africa we 
wish to prevail in our own countries, 


TO THE CONGRESS 


The following is the text of a message 
from Hugh Brock, Editor of Peace 
News, and all the other missile base 
demonstrators in Brixton Prison to the 
Jan. 16 European Congress (7.30 p.m. 
St. Pancras Town Hall) of the Cam- 
paign for Nuclear Disarmament: 


We send our good wishes to all who 
are gathered there and hope that the 
people of Europe will start switching on 
the lights in Europe that the statesmen 
and politicians haye been so busily ex- 
tinguishing ever since 1914, 


This policy was very much apparent in the “ firm rejection” of the Russian Government’s proposals 


Mr. Krushchov’s Government 


Much as the US and West German Gov- 
ernments would like to avoid discussions so 
that they can go on undisturbed with their 
war preparations, they are now in a situa- 
tion where discussion is unavoidable. In 
each of its recent initiatives the Russian 
Government has been careful to indicate 
that negotiations might modify its attitude. 

The first of the Russian initiatives was 
the Berlin proposals. The Western Govern- 
ments called these an ‘ultimatum "—a 
word which expresses the Gilbertian char- 
acter of politics in Europe at the moment. 
For what will happen in six months when 
the “ultimatum” expires? The Russian 
troops will march away ! 


Discussion on Europe 

In advising the Western Governments of 
its intentions, the Russian Government has 
made it clear that it does not have a fixed 
attitude on the Berlin question. It is mainly 
concerned that the matter be discussed. 

The second point of the Russian diplo- 
matic initiative is the proposed treaty with 
Germany. Again it is evident that what is 
really sought is a preliminary meeting at 
which the whole situation in Europe could 
be discussed. 

It requires little perception to see that 
the Russians want to discuss something that 
lies between the two, points; and that is the 
Rapacki plan. 

We may say at once that we share the 
Russian Government’s hope. We hold that 
the West’s cavalier rejection of the Rapacki 
plan without any serious negotiations is 
very telling evidence that it is the US Gov- 
ernment (aided by the Federal German 
Government) which is the main danger to 
the peace of the world to-day. 

Like the Berlin and German treaty pro- 
posals, the Russians have indicated that 
they are prepared to modify the Rapacki 
plan in the course of negotiations. Within 
the framework of the plan it should be 
possible to get a satisfactory solution to the 
Berlin question. It should also be possible 
to provide conditions in which Hungary, as 
well as Poland, Czechoslovakia and East 
Germany could move towards political 
freedom. 

If Mr. Dulles and President Eisenhower 
really feel a great concern for freedom in 
East Europe, instead of using it as a senti- 
ment which helps to maintain public sup- 
port for increasing military expenditure, 
they would have explored the possibilities 
that the Rapacki plan opens up long before 
now. 


CONDITIONAL EXEMPTION 


AVID WRIGGLESWORTH and Colin 
Wright who took part in the march to 
Aldermaston, were both granted condi- 
tional exemption by the London Tribunal 
for Conscientious Objectors last Friday. 
They were told that their actions were 
consistent with their beliefs, and the views 
they expressed were inconsistent with going 
into the Army. 
Colin Wright also took part in the Swaff- 
ham demonstration. 
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Taking the mickey 
out of Hitler 


Alan Lovell reviews 


The Great Dictator, now showing at the 
London Pavilion. 


f THE Great Dictator” 


is one of 
Charlie Chaplin’s _ best-known 
films. It is a satire on Hitler and 
Nazi Germany. Chaplin plays two 
parts in the film, the great dictator 
who invades other countries and sets 
up concentration camps and the 
Jewish barber who is the victim of 
the great dictator’s decisions. 

As in all Chaplin’s films, there are some 
hilariously funny sequences; Chaplin as 
the barber shaving a customer in time 
with a Hungarian dance, fighting with 
the storm troopers, Chaplin as the great 
dictator trying to dominate Mussolini and 
ending up fighting with him. 

It is these individual sequences that one 
remembers from the film. As a complete 
film ‘The Great Dictator” seems to me 
to be a failure. Throughout the film I 
was conscious that Hitler was Chaplin’s 
idea of Hitler, a small pompous man who 
bore little relation to the real Hitler. The 
same is true of the concentration camps; 
as they are presented in this film they 
have more relation to American prisons 
than to the horrors that were established 
in Nazi Germany. 

This consciousness of the gap between Ger- 
many as Chaplin saw it when he made 
the film and the real Germany makes it 
difficult to laugh wholeheartedly at the 
film. The film is all too cosy—and we can- 
not forget the horror that lies behind this 
cosy version of Germany. 


* 


It is not surprising that Chaplin was unable 
to make a satisfactory film. First, I do 
not think that he has the imaginative 
power to write and direct a film of this 
kind. Despite the ballyhoo about him 
as the screen’s only genius, I do not 
think that he has made a satisfactory 
film of a “big” subject, 

“Modern Times" aimed to be a satire on 
industrial society, but, again, one only 
remembers the moments of inspired slap- 
stick from it. The same is true of “A 
King in New York” which set out as an 
attack on America. It is not the satire 
on America that one remembers, most of 
which is very obvious, but incidents like 
Chaplin getting caught up in the coils of 
a fire hose. 

Chaplin's real genius it seems to me is that 
of the great English music hall comedians, 
His talent is for slapstick that is based 
on a very careful observation of people 
(remember the wonderful scene in 
“ Limelight’? when Chaplin comes into 
a house where a girl has tried to gas 
herself. He smells the gas and looks 
immediately at the soles of his shoes for 
the source of the smell). This slapstick 
is a tremendous weapon for deflating 
ordinary pompous people like bosses or 
policemen, but is inadequate when it is 
used against such frighteningly extra- 
ordinary people as Hitler. 


*« 


Nor is Chaplin equipped politically to deal 
with things like Nazism. He is basically 
an old-time liberal as the famous speech 
at the end of “The Great Dictator” 
clearly shows. He believes in the decency 
and goodness of ordinary people, Such a 
philosophy cannot tomprehend enormi- 
ties like the development of Nazism in 
Germany. How can ordinary people be 
ordinary and nice when they allow such 
things as the concentration camps to take 
place without any protest? Until you 
can answer this you cannot understand 
phenomena like fascism, and you cannot 
make a film about it. 

The Great Dictator’ seems to me, there- 
fore, to fail as a satire on Hitler and his 
Germany. In saying this I think one should 
also pay a tribute to Chaplin. He has 
never been afraid to use the cinema to 
discuss serious issues. From “ The Immi- 
grant in 1917 to “A King in New 
York in 1957, Chaplin has used his 
films to comment on important issues. 
- For this he aeserve much credit. 


A SCULPTOR’S PHILOSOPHY 


A PN profile of Barbara Hepworth 


'['HE sculptor’s philosophy can never 
be adequately expressed in words: 
it must be experienced through the 
body of the work. But the sculptor, 
like other human beings, has ideas 
about the social significance of art, 
about man in the universe, and about 
peace and war, that can usefully be 
discussed in a wider context. 


Barbara Hepworth, as a leading con- 
temporary sculptor who is also an avowed 
pacifist, is particularly concerned with these 
relationships. The philosophical process, 
as she describes it, goes something like this: 
Creative work is the manifestation of faith 
in life, as faith in life is the end-product 
of creative work. Through the patient sift- 
ing of forms, the basic principles of life 
and growth are discovered. From the dis- 
covery of these basic principles comes the 
conclusion that pacifism is integral to the 
future of human existence. 


Women and H-bombs 


In discussing her work, however, she 
stresses that the creative impulse cannot be 
rationalised, and it would be misleading to 
try. It can only be said that the “idea” 
of a composition grows out of the form; 
or, put another way, the form gives life to 
the idea that has hitherto been latent. 

It was thus that she came to declare her 
pacifism, which she feels has always been 
latent but which has only comparatively 
recently emerged. In the pure sense, her 
work is its own declaration. But now, she 
says, ‘‘ time is so short that one must declare 
oneself outside one’s work.” 

A sponsor of the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament, she is passionately opposed 
to nuclear weapons as the ultimate, evil 
consequence of 2,000 years of deviation 
from Christian principles. Her own con- 
viction is not specifically Christian, although 
it springs from a basically religious rever- 
ence for the whole structure of life. 

She is concerned here not only as an 
artist but as a mother. The son of her 
first marriage, to John Skeaping, was killed 
in the RAF; from her second marriage, to 
Ben Nicholson, triplets were born. “ How 
can any woman support the manufacture 
or testing of the H-bomb ?” she asks. “It 
can only be that they are not yet fully 
emancipated and still cling to traditional 
ways of thinking.” 


Art as a corrective 


Unlike some lesser artists, Barbara Hep- 
worth has never been content merely to 
reflect the prevailing moods and tensions. 
At all cost she has maintained an affirma- 
tion of living values. And the cost, one 
may suppose, has been great: no less than 
the assimilation of a world in chaos and 
its re-creation in meaningful forms. This 
is not, she insists, ‘idealism,’ but the 
deepest kind of realism, since the natural 
processes of man and his environment are 
quite different from the artificially-imposed 
social forces of destruction. 

To express the truth about human nature 
demands whole-hearted concentration and 
absolute integrity from the artist. And 
when this truth in represented in visible 
and tangible forms it must inevitably bring 
a right reaction from the people to whom 
it is shown. 

It is therefore an important function of 
art, she believes, to act as a corrective to 
propaganda. It is a measuring-rod by 
which people can train themselves not to 
be bamboozled. Without art there can be 
no standard of values. 


Materialism 


Perhaps for this reason the State has 
been a parsimonious patron of the arts. 
Many local authorities are unwilling to 
spend even the authorised portion of the 
rates on works of art. What have we to 
show for this century, the most exciting in 
history, she asks. Only the mis-spending of 
astronomical sums that could have raised 
basic standards everywhere, which in turn 
would generate a great revival of culture. 

The obssession with material possessions, 

which present West: nolicy encourages, 


By Margaret Tims 


Barbara Hepworth with a piece of her own sculpture. 


she regards as utterly immoral. “It is a 
bone thrown to the dog to stop him want- 
ing the real thing and lull him into going 
on in the same wrong way.” 

But Barbara Hepworth is too positive an 
artist to be a pessimist. After all, she ob- 
serves, it isn’t natural to commit suicide. 
At a time of change, the world is as full 
of hope as of despair. The change may 
well come by the personal decision of the 
individual to reaffirm a faith in life. 


Personal and abstract 


The last twelve months have shown a 
great increase in general awareness, and 
the ideal of world community has become 
the common aspiration of humanity. This 
trend towards internationalism cannot be 
reversed in the modern world: for the first 
time in history the universal language of 
art has been made a reality. 

It is because she speaks a universal 
language that Barbara Hepworth uses 
“abstract”? forms. This does not mean that 
they are impersonal. On the contrary, she 
suggests that the personal calligraphy of 
the artist is stronger, because his vision is 
freed from conventional representational 
concepts, in abstract work. It is a direct 
fusion of the personal with the universal. 

“Through these forms,” she says, “ we 
can express all the valid human emotions: 
there is no limit to the variety of forms 
and no barrier to understanding.” The re- 
sources of modern science have also con- 
tributed to this medium: she can draw on 
materials, of metal, wood and stone, from 
Aberdeen to Africa. Her current work is 
a bronze composition for a new building 
in London. 


Artist as citizen 


Although the impulse of the artist has 
nothing to do with creed or country or 
politics, Barbara Hepworth feels it her re- 
sponsibility as a citizen to support the 
forces working against destruction. She 
joined the Labour Party at the time of 
Suez. She is a member of the Peace Pledge 
Union, and an enthusiastic reader of Peace 
News, which she regards as unique in its 
creative response to current issues. 

To have preserved the _ essential 
humanity within the universal structure is 
perhaps the special contribution of Barbara 
Hepworth to modern art and thought. At 
the heart of every abstraction, she reminds 
us, there lurks a human being. We can 
ignore it only at our peril. 


Pamphlet. on Dulles 


The pamphlet “ Meditations upon the early 
wisdom of John Foster Dulles,” by 
James J. Martin, reviewed in last week’s 
Peace News, is obtainable through Hous- 
man’s Bookshop, 3, Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4. 
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TWENTIETH CENTURY CAROL 


The new baby 


By James K’rkup 
Away in brown paper 
A monster is born, 
His bones black with strontium, 
His bowels all torn, 
A test in the unclean sky 
Showers dust where he lay, 
No nuclear deterrent 


Scares bone-cancers away, 


His heart is inhuman 

And no crying he makes, 
But the ox and the ass 
Frighten him when he wakes. 
His bald head inflated 

With fall-out so free, 

He's as radio-active 

As an H-babe can be. 

His mother's womb withered 
And she burst with his birth 
Who was born blind to save us 
From this Hell here on earth. 


NEW HOME FOR 
LONDON C.O. 
TRIBUNALS 


By Mavis James 


JRENNER BROCKWAY, MP, Chair- 

man of the Central Board of Con- 
scientious Objectors, has written to the 
Minister of Labour expressing appre- 
ciation for making arrangements for 
the moving of the London Conscien- 
tious Objectors Tribunal to a building 
which makes a more informal atmo- 
sphere possible. 


Mavis James writes about this change 
which is one of the results of the Franks 
Report on Tribunals: 


For those who have ever witnessed a 
session of the Tribunal in the Council 
Chamber of Fulham Town Hall the change 
over to the small hall at Kensington Town 
Hall will come as something of a shock. 
It did to me when I first surveyed the 
place. 


Gone, for the members of the Tribunal, 
are the highly polished oaken bench, the 
richly upholstered and ornate seating. They 
are replaced by baize-covered tables and 
plain chairs. The Clerk of the Tribunal 
has been robbed of his mighty expanse of 
working area. In place of the solid, heavy, 
beautifully carved table is another baize- 
covered monstrosity of this machine age. 
As for the Press, they sadly miss the com- 
fortable bench behind which they could 
throw off their shoes and have a quiet 
sleep without being detected. 


All these are trivialities. It was for the 
applicant that the meve was made, and 
it is for the applicant that Kensington is, 
or will be, an improvement, bar one ex- 
tremely important item. The accoustics 
are bad. 


Too much space 


On October 17 the hall was far too 
spaciously arranged. There was sufficient 
room around the applicant for him to take 
his partner for a square dance. Just as the 
discrepancy in height between the members 
of the Tribunal and the applicants at Ful- 
ham may have been to blame for the in- 
effectual stating of their cases by nervous 
conscientious objectors, so the wide spaces 
of Kensington on October 14 may have 
affected those young men who do not like 
to talk about their innermost feelings in 
arena-like surroundings. Certainly there 
was no rise in the number of exemptions. 


Attempts to close-up the gaps on Oct. 31 
made the hall look a lot more homely, and 
the heating was far better, too. Even so, 
things were not as they should be, and 
lunchtime saw the Ministry of Labour 
clerks and their colleagues for the day 
playing musical chairs in the hopes of pro- 
ducing something which everyone would 
like. The afternoon was a great improve- 
ment, though I still have the feeling that 
we need a policeman on point duty to 
direct the traffic in and out and round 
about this too-large place. 


Africans start the New Year in South Africa with 


LESS FREEDOM BUT 
MORE INSULTS 


From Basil Delaine 


Johannesburg, South Africa. 


GOUTH AFRICA starts the New Year with two bans against the freedom 
~ of ‘the individual—and an extraordinarv sreech of hate by one of the 
Union’s senior Cabinet Ministers, Dr. Albert Hertzog. 


One ban prohibits Africans from attend- 
ing services in a certain Methodist church 
in one of Johannesburg’s white suburbs. 

The ban was first introduced under the 
Nationalist Government's so-called Church 
Clause. 

To institute the ban this way, however, 
it was necessary for the Government to 
consult the Johannesburg City Council and 
to note their objections. 

The council, much to their credit re- 
jected the ban outright. 

But the Government side-stepped them 
craftily with a ruthless piece of legislation 
called the Urban Areas Act. 

So today that church is banned from 
holding services if the majority of the 
congregation is African. 

Why did the Government strike at this 
particular church ? 

The official reason is that white residents 
in the neighbourhood complained that their 
Sunday afternoon rest had been disturbed 
by Africans singing hymns. 


13 WHITES BANNED 


Ban number two—it has not yet come 
into force, but is expected to become 
Operative within the next few weeks—is 
more sinister and far-reaching. 

It will outlaw practically all social and 
political contact between the whites and 
Africans in Johannesburg. 

A letter from the Minister of Bantu 
Administration Development, Mr. De Wet 
Nel, informed the Johannesburg City 
Council that the Minister would prohibit in 
white areas all gatherings—including social 
functions—at which any African is present. 

Included in the letter was a list of 13 
names of white citizens. 

These the Minister bans from “ holding, 
organising, or arranging any meeting, 
assembly or gathering (including social 
gatherings) in Johannesburg” at which 
any African is likely to be present. 


Three of the people listed—Mr. J. Slovo, 
Mr. L. G. Bernstein, and Dr. R. E. Press— 
are accused in the Treason Trial, which re- 
opens this month. 

Of the others, at least four are men and 
women who last year took part in protests 
against African women being forced to 
carry passes. 

Once again the Government is bound by 
law to consult the City Council before put- 
ting the ban into operation. 

Bat it is a mockery of consultation. 

For all the Government has to do—and 
intends to do—is to get legislation passed in 
a Senate which is overwhelmingly dominated 
by the governing Nationalist Party, 


COUNCIL REJECTS BAN 


A senior City Councillor told me that 
the Council had rejected both the ban and 
the list. 

“We refuse to take part in the Gov- 
ernment's fascist activities,” he said. 
Following these two bombshells came a 

bitter and insulting New Year message from 
Dr. Albert Hertzog, South Africa’s Minister 
of Posts and Telegraphs and Health. 

This man, who has earned himself a re- 
putation as an irresponsible fanatic, told 
the people of this beautiful but unhappy 
land : 

“We are living not in an era of peace 
but in a state of war—the same old 
South African War that began 60 years 
ago. 

“Tt is being fought not between Boers 
and Tommies, but between white men 
and natives, coloureds and_ coolies 
(Indians), 

“Nor is that the whole story. On the 
side of the natives, coloureds and coolies 
—and opposing the white men—are 
Communists, Liberals, capitalists and the 
English Press.” 

And so the Doctor concluded his message 
of Goodwill. 


NEW YEAR PARTY 


¥ ONDON readers and their families are 

invited to a New Year get-together on 
January 17 arranged by the Peace Pledge 
Union's Area Committee. 
If you are not at present 
active in a pacifist group 
you will get a friendly and 
enjoyable introduction to 
active workers from all 
parts of London. Admis- 
sion is 2s. for adults and 
free for children; the social 
commences with tea at 5 
o’clock, and will be held at the Friends 
International Centre, 32 Tavistock Square, 
London, W.C.1. 


Mansfield marathon 


ALL praise to the Mansfield Peace Group 
4% and its marathon fund-raising activi- 
ties. Seven years ago Trevor Wadsworth 
tells me its FoR and PPU members decided 
to make Endsleigh and FoR Christmas card 
selling an annual event, 


Each year their sales have increased. 
From £21 the first year they reached the 
grand total this year of £154, making the 
grand seven-year total of £600. And the 
discounts mostly went back to headquarters. 


Among the other activities of the Mans- 
field Peace Group are the selling of over 
40 copies of the new FoR _ publication 
“New Age for Peace,” and the raising of 
over £13 for the annual subscription’s fund 
for national peace organitions by a 
jumble sale. 


Never so busy that they can’t take on 
other activity, the Group didn’t forget on 
Prisoners for Peace Day on Dec, 1, to 
address envelopes for greeting cards sent 
out by members to imprisoned COs. Over 
120 were despatched to a dozen countries. 


Past over in 1958 

HE closing days of 1958 saw the pass- 
ing of Mrs. Hudson, wife of James 
Hudson, 

The peace movement in this country is 
tremendously indebted to them both for a 
long record of active support for war re- 
sisters. Had it not been for the death of 
his wife, Jimmy Hudson would probably 
have been at the gathering of World War 
I COs, reported in Peace News last week. 

Another loss last year was the passing of 
Miss Madge Rigden, of Tunbridge Wells. 
After being secretary of the local group 
of the Fellowship of Reconciliation for 
many years, she became Chairman in 1957. 
The annual garden party held at her home 
for FoR members and friends was always 
a big occasion for peace workers in the 
area, 

J. Theodore Harris, who also died last 
year, was 86. He was at one time sacked 
from the Labour Exchange for refusing 
to send men to the Navy and into 
munitions. 

He was tireless in his support for cons- 
cientious objectors during World Wars I and 
II, and active in recent years with the British 
Peace Committee and the World Peace 
Council, seeking to be a bridge between 
Communist and pacifist organisations. 


PEACEMAKERS HERITAGE No. 9 
Fighting alone 

The strength of numbers is the delight 
of the timid. The valiant of spirit glory 
in fighting alone. And you are all here to 
cultivate that valour of the spirit. Be you 
one or many, this valour is the only valour, 
all else is false. And the valour of the 
spirit cannot be achieved without sacrifice, 


determination, faith and humility—M. K. 
Gandhi. 
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THANKS TO HUGH 


WHEN you read 

“Editor” at the end 
of this fortnightly appeal 
for Peace News, I know 
how many of you have 2 
personal picture of Hugh 
Brock. Tall, fair and 
stooping, slow smile, halt- 
ing and quiet in speech, 
dogged and undaunted in 
his enthusiasm for positive and virile paci- 
fism. An immense worker, the youngest- 
ever Chairman of the PPU, co-ordinator 
of the Non-violent Resistance Group and 
inspirer of the Aldermaston March, he has 
now gone to jail with his comrades for a 
courageous and imaginative attempt to halt 
rocket war. 

Hugh the unquenchable, the fellow who 
does an impossible number of things at 
once—and then takes his family to the 
pantomime the night before the police are 
due to arrest him. 

What am I going to report to Hugh when 
he comes out of jail, about the fund which 
he has worked so hard to raise. 

I want to be blunt with you. It’s going 
to take £5,500 to cover the Peace News 
publishing deficit and our financial year 
ends on Jan. 31. We budgetted for £2,000 
from this appeal, £2,000 from Christmas 
cards and Bookshop profits, and £1,500 
from last month's special appeal. 

WE HAVE A LONG WAY TO GO 
AND THE END OF THE MONTH IS 
TWO WEEKS AWAY. 

Ethel Mannin has just phoned to promise 
us £50—a posthumous gift from Reg 
Reynolds. What about the rest of us? Are 
we alive and kicking enough to hand Hugh 
the bouquet he would welcome most when 
he leaves prison—the £335 balance for 
his Editor’s Appeal—and then double it 
in admiration for all he has done, 

This is the best we can do—and let’s do 
it now. 

Please send me your gifts, and Ill be 
meeting Hugh at the gate to gladden his 
heart with your response. - 


HARRY MISTER, Manager. 


Contributions since Feb, 1, 1958: £1,665 
9s. 4d. 

Contributions since Dec, 26, 1958: £49 
15s, 6d, 

Still needed : £335, 

Anonymous contributions gratefull re- 
ceived: A Communist, £1; Anon., 10s.; 
Anonimulo, 4s.; Clapton, £1; Threepenny 
bits for peace, 10s.; J.A.T., Bristol, 5s.; 
Anon., Coventry, 5s.; Anon., 2s. 6d.; Anon., 
Penzance, £2 10s. 


Please make cheaues, etc. payable to 
Lady Clare Annesley, Treasurer, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Koad, Londen, N.A4. 


International 


walking crusades 


J NTERNATIONAL walking crusades are 

the highlight of the programme of the 
World Citizens’ Crusade for Peace and 
Freedom now in process of formation. 
Crusaders will not only demonstrate brother- 
hood and non-violence, they will also cross 
national boundaries without passports and 
visas, without submitting to customs in- 
spection, and without answering personal 
questions, 

The crusaders will carry no money with 
them, accepting food and lodging where it 
is offered. 

As part of their platform crusaders will 
renounce national citizenship. 

Crusaders will refuse to be conscripted 
for military service, refuse to pay for 
weapons of war by paying taxes, refuse to 
make, bear or transport weapons of war, 
and refuse to take loyalty oaths. 

The address of the World Citizens’ 
Crusade for Peace and Freedom is Spring- 
ville, Pennsylvania, U.S.A, 


Briefly 


Lord Kennet, former Conservative MP, who 
received several decorations during World 
War I, wrote the following letter which 
appeared in The Times recently. 

“What a fuss about a monkey. The end 
justifies the means. Our object, for which 
it died, is to exterminate humanity.” 
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Bertrand Russell’s book 


A SINGLE US ATLAS LONG-RANGE MISSILE will 

cost 35 million dollars (£124 million). A single sub- 
marine of the type that the US is planning to construct 
will cost 150 million dollars (or more than £53 million). 

It is the addition of weapons of this type to an undiminished 
level of “conventional” armament that is pushing up US arms 
expenditure for the coming year to the stupendous total of 47 
billion dollars (£16,800,000,000). 

In his new book “‘Common Sense and Nuclear Warfare ” 
(Allen and Unwin: 7s. 6d.) Bertrand Russell comments: “ If the 
arms race continues, the standard of life in America must gradu- 
ally decline towards the level now prevailing in the poorest parts 
of the world, and, instead of the universal material well-being 
which has become technically possible, we shall have a universal 
poverty as dire as mutual hatreds can cause rival nations to 
endure.” 

Bearing in mind the present level of US wealth and produc- 
tivity, this may seem exaggerated; but if we comprehend the con- 
sequences of the figures quoted above, and remember that a new 
competition for the mastery of outer space has only just begun, 
it will be seen that the statement is all too likely to be proved 
true unless there is an end to the arms race. 

That is, unJess we are all destroyed long before this happens. 


* * * 


JRERTRAND RUSSELL brings the weight of his great 

reputation to an attempt to set humanity on a path 
leading away from this terrible situation. We hope that 
what he has written will make some of those who are 
shutting their minds to the nature of the nuclear war 
threat realistically face the facts. 

The outstanding reality of today, as Russell sees it, is that 
the interests where the two sides of the power struggle clash are 
immeasurably less important than the interests in which they are 
one, “The first and most important of their common interests is 
survival. This has become a common interest owing to the nature 
of nuclear weapons.” 

Russell’s statement of the danger is a compelling one. We 
do not propose to set it out because all readers of Peace News 
will be acquainted with it, even though it seems to us that not 
all of them consistently face its implications, What Russell wants 
to do is to get people to face the facts and then move on to a 
different road. Here we think that his book is dominated by a 
deep scepticism as to the capacity of people to accept the full 
consequences of the facts they face. 


* * * 


USSELL WANTS a conciliation committee consisting 


of two Russians, two Americans, and two neutrals, 
who might be a Swede and an Indian. As the operations 
of this committee reduced tension, it would be possible to 
enter on measures of disarmament and also to reconstruct 
the United Nations with a view to eliminating the veto. 

He would have Britain renounce the manufacture of the 
H-bomb, but, like many of his colleagues in the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament, he assumes that it is desirable that the 
US should keep it. 

As tension eased, however, an international organ of control 
could be based on the US and Russian possession of the H-bomb 
which should have the power to prevent the manufacture of 
nuclear weapons by any other nation. 

* * * 
BBERTRAND RUSSELL regards this as travelling into 

Utopian regions, and we must confess that it seems to 
us that he dismisses the dangerous possibilities of such a 
development with the facility habitual to the creators of 
Utopias. 

Despite the warm welcome we give to this book, we feel that 
the author does not face the consequences that must follow a 
genuine realisation that the world stands before an unprecedented 
common peril and a magnificent common opportunity. 

In his introduction he remarks that it is “a profound mis- 
fortune that the whole question of nuclear warfare has become 
entangled in the age-old conflicts of power politics.” 

While power politics remain, however, the question of nuclear 
warfare will inevitably be entangled with its conflicts. A genuine 
realisation of the world’s peril calls for a complete abandonment 
of power politics and instead a politics based on creative co- 
operation. If—and we must agree that it is doubtful—people can 
be brought to accept this inescapable fact, it will have much more 
revolutionary, if much less utopian, consequences than are out- 
lined in this book. 


Cool polities 


WO Conservative MPs are in trouble with their 

constituencies. Mr. Nigel Nicholson will not be 
readopted by his Bournemouth constituency because 
of his opposition to the Suez adventure, and Mr. 
Montgomery Hyde may not be readopted by his con- 
stituency because of his opposition to capital punish- 
ment and his support of the Wolfenden report. 

There has been a great deal of comment on the 
illiberal attitude of the two constituency associations. 
We think that much of this comment misses the mark. 
If the constituency thinks that the death penalty is 
absolutely necessary for the preservation of good order 
in this country, they should of course look for a 
representative who will support the death penalty. In 
the same way, if you think that the invasion of Egypt 
was necessary for the peace of the world, you have a 
duty to get a representative who will support such an 
invasion. 

We, on our part, wish that those Labour Party 
constituencies who want Britain to abandon the H- 
bomb unilaterally would make sure that their parlia- 
mentary representative expressed that point of view 
in Parliament. 

To argue that constituencies should tolerate MPs 
who do not express their views on crucial issues is a 
typical liberal attitude. If Mr. Nigel Nicholson is 
allowed to represent Bournemouth in Parliament we 
can forget that the Bournemouth Conservative Party 
has such unpleasant ideas. By using Mr. Nicholson to 
mask this, we can continue to think of the Conserva- 
tive Party as a nice, moderate, typically British 
institution. 

In this way the temperature of politics is kept low. 
Politics can’t matter very much if ali the people in 
Parliament are nice sensible people who are more or 
less agreed on all the main issues. 

We do not think that politics should be conducted 
in this way. By all means let the Bournemouth Con- 
servative Party have a representative who will vote for 
invading Egypt, keeping capital punishment and 
numerous other enlightened measures. But let us 
remember when we vote just what kind of people the 
rank and file of some Conservative constituency 
parties are. : 

However, in saying this we feel that we must protest 
at the way that’ Mr. Nicholson has been treated in 
Bournemouth. He has been denied any fair oppor- 
tunity to state his case and all sorts of irrelevancies, 
like the fact that the publishing house with which he 
is associated, is going to publish a book which people 
who haven’t read it think is obscene, have been used 
against him. We only hope that the electors of 
Bournemouth will show the constituency party what 
they think of its treatment of Mr. Nicholson. 


Colour bar police? 


Me. RICHARD CLARKE, a Jamaican living in 

Leeds, applied to join the police force. He had 
all the necessary qualifications. But when he called 
to take an education test he was told that his applica- 
tion would have to be considered by a_ higher 
authority, since there had never been a coloured man 
employed in the police force. This all happened a 
month ago. Mr. Clarke has still heard nothing about 
his application. 

On the face of it this would seem to be a trivial 
incident—just another case’ of a bureaucracy being 
unable to cope with something that was outside its 
usual experience. But trivial though it may seem, it 
has important implications. 

It is surprising that Mr. Clarke is the first coloured 
man to apply for a job as a policeman. There have 
been coloured people living in this country for a long 
time now. It is not because of an official ban on 
coloured people in the police force. None exists. Yet 
no coloured person has applied for a job. 

It seems likely that the reason for this is that 
coloured people do not think that they will be 
accepted for the police force. There is no point in 
applying for a job if the result is some more evidence 
of discrimination. 

If this is so, then we have a clearer idea of the 
nature of colour prejudice in this country. It is not, 
as was argued at the time of the Notting Hill riots, 
only a small minority of people who’show it. It is 
something that is built into the very nature of our 
society. We work on the assumption that the world 
is divided into white and coloured people. 

We have heard a great number of speeches about 
the equality of all races in this country. We suggest 
that had Mr. Clarke been treated like any white man 
applying for the job it would have done more for race 
relations in this country than all the speeches. 


Freeing satellites 


QOME years ago we used to hear a great deal about 
“liberating” the Russian satellite countries. We 

do not hear very much about it now. The terrible 
consequences of unleashing nuclear war has by now 
sunk into everybody’s mind. Just how empty talk 
about “liberating” the satellites was is shown by an 
article by Sidney Lens in the latest issue of Liberation. 
Discussing what happened in East Germany at the 
time of the Polish and Hungarian revolutions, Mr. 


Lens, writes: “‘In West Berlin, Ernst Scharnowski, 
chairman of the West Berlin trade unions, was being 
visited by one delegation after another from East 
Germany. “We must do something,” they told him. 
Here, too, the people were heartened by events and 
wanted to throw off the Stalinist shackles, 


“Scharnowski, Rainer Hildebrandt, and others felt 
that the most sensible thing to do would be to call 
on the East Germans to sit down in the factories as 
a protest. The workers in this satellite had learned 
the lesson of June, 1953, when they were hunted down 
in the streets by Russian tanks. They had decided that 
they could do far better in their own factories than 
in the broad boulevards. Scharnowski appealed to 
RIAS, the American radio station, for time to broad- 
cast his appeal, but was refused. It is said that the 
matter was referred all the way to Dulles, who declined 
permission on the ground that this might mean world 
war.” 

One can well understand why Mr. Dulles refused, 
It was a terrible decision to have to make. But how- 
ever much one understands the reasons for Mr, Dulles’ 
decision, it was, after all, his policy that landed him 
in the impossible position; even politicians who are 
obsessed with armed strength should realise that a 
policy based on it cannot be a very flexible one, cer- 
tainly not flexible enough to deal with sudden out- 
breaks like the Eastem European revolt of 1956. 

This inflexibility springs straight out of the “ balance 
of terror” theory. If one puts the most favourable 
interpretation possible on this theory, it means accept- 
ing the status quo in Europe for some years to come. 
And accepting the status quo means condemning the 
people of Eastern Europe to the kind of slavery that 
western people often claim to hate so much that they 
would rather blow up the world than submit to it. 

If these are the grim Jessons of the incident that 
Sidney Lens reports there is a brighter side. It ig 
inspiring that even after the terrible happenings of 
1953, the people of East Germany. were still prepared 
to fight against Russian tyranny; and the tactics that 
they felt best suited the situation were tactics that 
pacifists and socialists have traditionally advocated. 
Mr. Dulles, Mr. Macmillan and the rest may not be 
able to help the people of Eastern Germany. Pacifists 
have a duty to find a way of doing so. The courage 
of the East Europeans must not go unaided. 


Cuba’s revolution 


NE of the worst effects in the long run of all 

illiberal regimes, whether they are monarchical, 
republican or colonial, is that they vitiate in advance 
the character even of the lovers of freedom 
who eventually succeed in upsetting them. 
And the longer the illiberalism lasts, the 
greater the risks that the outburst which 
brings it to an end will itself become 
despotic. 

That is why so many revolutions of the 
past have disappointed their sympathisers 
in other countries, and more than one 
“fiberator” has been followed by one or 
more others before the aims for which the 
first revolutionary effort was made was 
attained. 

It is also why it is better for a revolution 
to be inspired and directed from outside 
the oppressed country by an exiled or fugi- 
tive patriot than by an internal conspiracy 
of politicians—whose love of freedom is 
likely to have become transmuted into 
three quarters of fanaticism and one 
quarter of self-righteousness under the 
effects of their repression. 

This is a first factor in which Cuba, as 
Fenner Brockway’s informative article in 
last week’s Peace News has shown, is lucky. 
Fidel Castro is a Cuban patriot, he is not 
a politician, he is too young to have been 
thoroughly embittered by the Batista dic- 
tatorship, and he organised his revolu- 
tionary effort as an exile after having seen 
the beneficial results of democratic progress 
in México. 

This is not to say that all is now bound 
to be well in the future of his sugar- 
tobacco-oil-refinery homeland. The Batista 
regime has been a good breeding ground 
for Communism, which has also been 
helped along by the normal results of a 
country’s economy being dominated by 
foreign capitalism. 

It is far from certain, therefore, that Fidel Castro 
will be able to carry out his intention of having 
nothing more to do with government once free elec- 
tions have been guaranteed. And it is also far from 
certain that it will prove practicable to maintain a 
truly liberal regime throughout the difficult months to 
come. 

Against this, we may set the second favourable 
factor: this particular revolution is taking place ata 
time of spreading liberalism all over Central and 
South America. Without being too certain of it, we 
may thus hope that the new regime will succeed in 
averting an eventual clash between those whose past 
experience of life inclines them towards Communism 
and the strongly entrenched beneficiaries of capitalism. 
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CONTINUING THE DEBATE ON NON-VIOLENT 
OBSTRUCTION 


“A language 


millions 


which 


understand ” 


Two more articles—one for and one against—the demonstrations at Swaffham 


on December 6 and 7, and 20. 


WAS most interested in the two 
articles which recently appeared in 
Peace News putting the cases for and 
against the activities of the Direct 
Action Committee at North Picken- 
ham. 
My interest stemmed from the fact that 
I knew I suffered from something of a 
“split mind” over the issue myself. When 
I first heard the news over the radio of the 
effectiveness of the demonstration I was 
delighted, and wished I was there too. On 
the other hand, Allen Skinner’s article— 
and particularly his warning about the pos- 
sible feelings of the Jorry drivers who had 
a decision forced upon them—helped to 
reinforce some doubts I have had about 
the wisdom of this kind of activity. 
There are, of course, significant differ- 
ences between the aims of the march to 
Aldermaston last April, and the aims of 
the demonstration at North Pickenham. At 
Pickenham non-violent resistance was 
initiated by the demonstrators. It was they 
who interfered with the work that was go- 
ing on. In this sense they were the 
“aggressors.” At Aldermaston, by con- 
trast, nothing “ aggressive” was planned— 
only a march, which hindered nobody, a 
rally, speeches, and a vigil. And non-violent 
resistance only came when the demonstra- 
tors were abused by hostile elements in the 
crowd. 


Aldermaston 


At the time of Aldermaston many sym- 
pathisers complained that the popular press 
only took notice of the isolated instances 
of resistance (and particularly when the re- 
sistance came near to being violent). Yet 
at Pickenham the demonstration was 
planned so that some incidents were inevit- 
able—and the more attention they attracted 
presumably the better it was. 

And yet in the present circumstances I 
fecl I want to support the Pickenham 
demonstrators. 

The reason is that their actions have 
become symbolical. They have spoken in 
a language which millions understand—the 
language of direct action. And their actions 
have had at least the passive sympathy of 
millions. 


The evidence for this lies in the sustained 
attention of press and radio. In York, on 
a day of important international news 
which took the headlines, and no dearth of 
local news, the chalked placards of news- 
paper vendors read: “Swaffham Court 
Decision.” And York is quite a way from 
Swaffham ! 


In other words, there was something 
more in the demonstration than what 
Allen Skinner termed an “ advertising 
gimmick.” 

It would be just an advertising gimmick 
if they were just a tiny minority drawing 
attention to their eccentric views. Five 
years ago I would have agreed with Allen 
Skinner. But today they speak for a 
common abhorrence of the threat of 
nuclear war and, to a little extent, they 
answer the frustrations of ordinary people 
unable to find an effective way of express- 
ing their feelings. If this is true, perhaps 
the drivers of the held-up lorries can legi- 
timately be asked to make allowances ! 

It should be pointed out that the climate 
in which the demonstration could work in 
this way had been prepared by the more 
widespread and orthodox activities of the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament—aided, 
of course, by Government civil defence 
policy. Other factors included the current 
international focus on nuclear tests, con- 
tinued international tension, and, perhaps 
most important, the spectacular nature of 
some recent scientific achievements. 

But pacifists and Christians should not 
delude themselves into thinking that be- 
cause this latest demonstration has, as it 
were, “hit it off,’ this means that thou- 
sands are about to turn to the Christian 
pacifist message. The demonstration did 
draw a little attention to the technique of 
non-violence, it is true, and a few people 
may have been stimulated into thinking just 
a little more thoroughly. But for the 
millions who read with some interest the 
brief newspaper reports the demonstrators 
did nothing less, and nothing more, than 
to speak for their deepest hopes and frus- 


trations. 
It is up to us to take them further, 


Philip Seed 


mayb may be 


widely misunderstood ”’ 


HE demonstrations at North Pick- 


enham rocket base have filled me 
with admiration, but also some 
doubts. We have usually been too 
conventional in our methods and 
there is urgent need for fresh 
approaches and new techniques, but 
is this one right ? 

The development of non-violent strategies 
may be of crucial importance to future 
peace, but unfortunately the strategists 
suffer from the same limitation as the 
military men in peacetime—there is no 
enemy to practise on. 


Non-violent resistance 


Non-violent resistance is essentially a moral 
resistance by the majority against an in- 
justice imposed by a minority, or by a 
foreign power, and it can only be effec- 
tive against oppression or invasion on 
those terms. 


But we are not at present being either 
oppressed or invaded and therefore we 
cannot practise it. 


It is important to emphasise that these 
demonstrations are not non-violent re- 
sistance at all, and do not claim to be. 
They are acts of obstruction by a 
minority against something which is an 
integral part of a ‘‘defence” system 


accepted and approved by the vast 
majority of the electorate. 

Non-violent obstruction is not even civil 
disobedience in the usual sense of the 
words, but comes very near to sabotage. 
As such it has the advantage that it 
achieves wide publicity and the corre- 
sponding disadvantage that it may be 
widely misunderstood, but aside from all 
that I do not feel that it can be justified 
in the present context, and I agree with 
every word of Allen Skinner’s article in 
Peace News. 

All the same, I certainly would not con- 
demn those who have the courage to 
take part in direct action, and have to 
admit that it could be a very valuable 
preparation and training for non-violent 
resistance. Moreover, the context might 
change very quickly. 

There could be a situation—for example, 
another Suez adventure—in which non- 
violent obstruction on a large scale could 
be justified, but in that case it would 
probably be too late to be effective. 

I am forced back to the conviction that 
our main task is to bring about a radical 
change of thinking, a complete repudia- 
tion of power politics at every level, that 
—to quote Allen Skinner—this can only 
be achieved through an appeal to reason, 
and “there is no coercive short cut.” 


Alan Litherland 
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Inez Randa]] and Mildred Slater (next to policeman) inside a Black Maria. 


—Swaffham, Dec. 20. 


Photo: A Underwood. 


LETTERS TO 


Votes and the Bomb 
From Frank Allaun, MP 


A S reported in ‘‘ Peace News” Jast week, 
*™ the Direct Action Committee against 
Nuclear War is proposing to focus public 
attention on nuclear disarmament as a key 
issue in the general election. They are 
sending a letter to all MPs and prospective 
candidates asking them to define their posi- 
tion on the H-bomb and unilateral action. 
So far so good. 

But where they are going to go seriously 
wrong—if this dangerous idea is proceeded 
with—is to ask for a withholding of votes 
where both the local candidates will not 
undertake to back unilateral renunciation. 

This would have the following effects : 

1. It would antagonise the rank and 
file of the Labour Party—the very people 
the Campaign can and must attract if it 
is to win, 

2. It would, in certain marginal consti- 
tuencies, lose the seat for Labour and 
thus possibly lead to the return of an- 
other Conservative Government. 

3. It would take votes away from the 
Labour candidates but hardly any from 
the Tories. I say this since 1 don’t think 
one in ten of present supporters of the 
Campaign are Conservatives, 

There is only one argument that could 
be used in defence of this withholding 
tactic: that it doesn’t really matter whether 
we have a Conservative or Labour Govern- 
ment. (I regret to say that this was the 
tone of this week’s leader on page four of 
Peace News.) 

This is a tragic mistake. Out of 270 
Labour MPs I could name roughly 70 who 
believe in total unilateral renunciation of 
the bomb. They include some well-known 
members of the National Executive. 
Though the Campaign for Nuclear Dis- 
armament has tried hard it has not discov- 
ered a single Tory MP prepared to back it. 

Many Labour candidates and MPs made 
this a main plank in our programmes at 
the last general election and will do so 
again, 

But that is not the most important fact. 
What I urge the Direct Action Committee 
and readers of Peace News—a paper I so 
greatly respect—to consider is this: The 
Labour Party is officially committed to uni- 
lateral ending of all nuclear tests by this 
country. While I hope they will, if we 
keep up the pressure, go further and end 
the manufacture as weil, I feel that this is 
one step—and a very big step—forward. 
Indeed, if it were operated at this moment 
1 believe it would bring about the success 
of the Geneva talks. The Conservative 
Government, however, has rejected uni- 
lateral stopping of tests. 

Then there are other important parts of 
the official Labour pledge : 

1. No physical step to be taken to con- 


struct missile bases until a fresh attempt 
has been made to reach agreement at the 

Summit. 

2. No flights of H-bombers with the 
H-bomb on board. 

3. No nuclear weapons for the West 
German forces, 

4. A foreign policy aimed at disengage- 
ment in Europe and co-existence in the 
Middle East and elsewhere. 

Surely the campaign against the Suez war 
has not been forgotten so soon. 

I repeat: this may not go far enough for 
many of us, but it is plain daft to think 
there is no difference between the policies 
of the two parties on the all-important 
issue of war and peace. Action of the type 
proposed may save the seats of many Tory 
MPs, It may prevent a Labour Govern- 
ment bent on averting world war. 

What I'd like to see is all those against 
nuclear warfare (a) working for those can- 
didates who back unilateral action, and (b) 
voting for their local candidate who goes 
furthest in that direction, 

It is not necessary to wait till the general 
election. The army, navy and air force 
estimates come up in Parliament towards 
the end of February. They will include 
huge increases for nuclear warfare, 

Couldn't there be a lively and determined 
campaign to get MPs to vote against a 
penny being spent on nuclear weapons ?— 
FRANK ALLAUN, House of Commons, 
London, S.W.1. 


We shall comment editorially on the 
above letter in PN next week. In the mean- 
time we invite correspondence on the points 
raised. 


Why fast? 


I TAKE off my hat to the demonstrators 
and have supported their action in 

several quarters. But please could you tell 

us the purpose of their fasting in prison? 

Is it to enlist sympathy through suffer- 
ing? If so, it is pointless. There is in 
normal circumstances no suffering involved 
in a two weeks’ fast. If it is in anticipation 
of the longer sentence, when a fast to 
danger point might be possible, then they 
would be playing about, not with the laws 
of man, but with the laws of the universe 
—the laws of health, hunger, instinct— 
which is surely irreligious (in the wide 
sense of the word). Must they slavishly 
follow Gandhi is such very different cir- 
cumstances? 

Lastly, is it for publicity? My experience 
is that the questioning and not unsym- 
pathetic non-pacifist is much put off by 
their method of coercion. 

But, because we do not want to let the 
side down, could you tell us what is, in 
fact, their motive-—-OLWEN BATTERSBY, 
80 Muswell Hill Road, London, N.10, 
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A PLEA TO PARLIAMENT 


This is the text of a statement issued to the Press recently 


ARLIAMENT has for so long been regarded as the highest expression of 
the opinions of the people and of the will of the majority in Britain that 
any suggestion of failing confidence in Parliamentary procedures sounds to 
some almost like a conspiracy against Parliament itself. I have been asked 
many times what was meant by such a suggestion in a statement made to the 


Magistrates at Swaffham. 


The purpose of criticism is not neces- 
sarily to harm someone or to destroy con- 
fidence in an institution. On the contrary, 
in this case in particular, it was to try and 
call attention to the need of long overdue 
reforms. 


As far as the question of missile bases 
in England is concerned I cannot speak for 
all those who have been taking part in 
demonstrations against H-bombs at Swaff- 
ham. For my own part I cannot believe 
that these missiles could ever be used as 
an instrument of any legitimte policy by 
any Government in Britain or America or 
Russia, or that the amassing of more and 
more of them by either side will act as 
sufficient deterrent. 


Fear does not necessarily act as a deter- 
rent when it leads only to each trying to 
outbid the other in “arguments from 
strength.” The more laborious search for 
the ways and means of co-existence and 
mutual aid are more likely deterrents than 
the mounting fear and suspicion which 
goad on in each the will to dominate the 
other. 


This means shaking off the hysteria (and 
not unrelated apathy) so prevalent today, 
and examining objectively what are the real 
economic and political differences that 
divide East and West. This will require not 
only a “summit” conference but a whole 
series of conferences dealing with economic 
political and scientific subjects from outer 
space to the use of deserts and oceans and 
the backward areas of the earth. 


In this I believe Britain and the Com- 
monwealth have a very special and im- 
portant rdle to play, but one that may be 
vitiated by the construction of missile. bases 
in Britain in as much as these will appear 
to make her an inexplicable adjunct of the 
American defence system. The frustration 
which many people in Britain feel today 
has been due to the absence of any realisti¢ 
discussion in Parliament and the failure of 
the Opposition to implement its avowed 
policy on the question of H-bomb missile 
bases in Britain. 


The’ electorate has had no opportunity of 
expressing itself on the subject. And our 
protests at Aldermaston and Swaffham have 
so far gone unheeded. 


Suez and Kenya 


Tr is in the sphere of African and 
Middle Eastern policy that Par- 
liament has appeared most irresponsible 
towards those Africans of Central Africa 
and Kenya who have little representation 
of their own and to the people of Britain 
who elect its members. There can have 
been few instances of a greater debacle of 
policy than that of the present Government 
in the Middle East, culminating in the 
cynical attack on Egypt on the pretext of 
separating the antagonists. 


The action of Israel and France had 
clearly been foreknown and assisted by the 
use of British bases in Cyprus for arming 
and refuelling combatant aircraft. Britain 
and the Commonwealth were very evenly 
divided, despite the misleading assurances 
of statesmen at the time. Yet it proved 
possible for the whole expedition to be 
ignominiously withdrawn, policy to be re- 
versed, commercial interests ruined, Britain’s 
good name discredited without any election 
taking place. 

Even the demand for an enquiry has 
been contemptuously rejected by the gov- 
erning party. Was there ever in the history 
of Parliament in peace time such a com- 
plete volte face without an election and a 
change of Government ? 


Similarly in Africa the profound concern 
of many sections of opinion in Britain has 
been met with adamant refusals to institute 
judicial enquiries with powers to subpoena 
evidence from officials. There have been 


By 


the recurring allegations of ill-treatment of 
witnesses and prisoners in camps and jails 
in Kenya. But starting with the reasons 
for Col. Young’s resignation as head of 
the police in Kenya there has been a per- 
sistent rejection of all demands for a 
judicial enquiry so that justice could be 
done and seen to be done. 


Basutoland 


HERE was, as I well remember, 

a strong demand by deputations 
to the responsible Minister for a judicial 
enquiry into the background of ritual 
murders in Basutoland. Several of the 
Chiefs whom I knew personally and had 
visited in prison after they had been con- 
demned were convicted on the evidence of 
accomplices only—a course not possible any- 
where else under British law but possible 
there because an ordinance had only re- 
cently been enacted to bring the Basutoland 
courts into line with South African (Roman 
Dutch) law. 


Some of these condemned chiefs had 
alleged that these crimes had been planted 
on them by South Africans employed as 
officials by the British Government because 
they had refused to acquiesce in a plan to 
construct a military road through their 
territory to link up with roads in the 
Union. This plan, pooh-poohed at the time 
as an invention of the chiefs to shift the 
blame from themselves, has since been put 
into effect. When it was decided to open 
not a judicial enquiry but a sociological 
survey by a single anthropologist, Mr. G. I. 
Jones, it was a disquieting fact that the 
chiefs were executed within a few hours 
of his arrival in Maseru and before he had 
been able to interview them. The reason 
given for this was that an attempt had been 
made to release them from prison by their 
people. 

This it seems was true, but the chiefs had 
insisted on returning to prison because they 
professed confidence in the outcome of an 
enquiry which I had assured them people 
in Britain would do their best to secure. 
Only recently I heard from some of the 
senior chiefs of Basutoland that imme- 
diately after the execution of the chiefs, in 
a seemingly deliberate attempt to provoke 
an insurrection against British rule, some 
South African officials, believing this would 
provide a good pretext for the entry of 
the South African police and military, 
caused articles of women’s underwear to 
be flown at half-mast from the flagstaffs 
of Government buildings in Maseru the 
capital. 


The charge of neglect 


MPHE demand for a judicial enquiry 

into this dark episode was never 

pressed in Parliament. Though the Masuto 
have long ago given up asking in their 
Council for an enquiry the senior chicfs 
who were recently in England told me that 
they still hope that for the sake of Britain's 
good name, as well as that of Basutoland, 
a full scale judicial enquiry will be sent 
directly from Britain to establish once and 


for al! what happened and why it happened. 


Parliament owes this to Britain as well 
as to these Africans for whom a great new 
constitutional advance is being planned, 
which will require the maximum of mutual 
trust. It is true to say that confidence has 
been greatly restored by the recent nego- 
tiations with the Government in Britain. 


the Rev. 


Michael Scott 


But that wound still needs attention painful 
as it may be to probe it. 


It may be thought that such examples as 
those I have given are insufficient to sub- 
stantiate a charge against Parliament of 
neglect of duty towards Africans under its 


TV VIEWERS VOTE 


AGAINST BASES 


POSTCARDS which have poured 
into Associated Rediffusion oflices 

after the Dec, 30 programme “ Look 
In” debating missile bases show an 
overwhelming support for the Rev. 
Michael Scott’s argument against the 
bases, 

The figures were: 

Michael Scott (against the bases) : 
1,142, 

Richard Gould Adams (for the 
bases): 218. 


protection. But there scems little doubt 
that the time and energy of Members of 
Parliament are unequal to the increasing 
demands made upon them by all the crises 
and complexities that crowd upon us at the 
present pace at which history is being 
made. 


The Central African Constitution is soon 
due to be reviewed, and it is imperative 
there should not be a repitition of the 
whole South African tragedy in Central 
Africa. It may be that the establishment 
of Select Committees on African and 
Foreign and UN Affairs would enable 
greater justice to be done to them. There 
are many questions on which so much 
depends for the future of Africa and of 
Britain’s efforts to help Africans construct 
a more serviceable civilisation. 


TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 


Mrs. Roosevelt 


For the last four years our contri- 
butor has been an observer’ for the 
Friends World Committee at UN and 
has now become observer for the 
British Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom. She is wife 
of Sidney Bailey, former director of 
the Quaker programme at UN under 
the auspices of the American Friends 
Service Unit. 


MPHE tenth anniversary of Human Rights 

Day was celebrated at the United 
Nations during the last week of work at 
the General Assembly. 


A huge dinner for several hundred 
people was arranged by the American 
Association for the United Nations at the 
Waldorf Astoria on the evening before 
Human Rights Day. On December 10 there 
was a special General Assembly meeting in 
order to hear speeches by a number of 
those closely associated with the work of 
the Human Rights Commission: Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Renee Cassin (speech read in his 
absence by Georges Picot of France), Mr. 
Gunewardene of Ceylon, and Charles 
Malik, the President of the Assembly from 
the Lebanon. 


This was followed in the evening by a 
concert held in the Assembly Hall by the 
New York Philharmonic Orchestra. 


CONTINUE TO STRIVE 


I was very impressed by the moving 
speech made by Mrs. Roosevelt, who is 74 
years old. She is an energetic tall woman 
with grey untidy hair, a strong voice, and, 
above all, an undaunted sense of optimism. 


She said that no nation could afford to 
be complacent about human rights in their 
country. We all of us fail in some respect. 
Some nations think that economic and 
social rights are most important, while 
others know that they have these rights 
because they first achieved political and 
civil rights. We know that by the Declara- 
tion we have taken only a few steps 
towards this end. We must each of us con- 
tinue to strive and work in our own coun- 
tries for freedom and justice for each 
human being. 


Mr. Hammarskjold said that the drafting 
of the first world charter of Human Rights 
was one of the finest achievements of the 
United Nations. However, the Declaration 
should remind us of the great distance 
between the aspirations and practices of 
our lives. He hoped that the tenth anni- 
versary would help us to act with greater 
respect for the rights of others, and thus to 


warns against 


complacency 
By J. E. BRENDA BAILEY 


build a finer basis for world understanding 
and world peage. 


We must all have been glad to read that 
Guinea, the newest member of the United 
Nations, has incorporated endorsement of 
the Declaration on Human Rights as part 
of its constitution. The articles of the 
Declaration !ay down standards of conduct 
to which people of the world can adhere, 
even if governments, including our own, 
sometimes fail to live up to them. 


“| renounce war and | will never 
support or sanction another ” 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
6, Endsleigh Street London, W.C.1 


Special postal offer 
to new readers 


8 News 2S. 6d. 
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(US 13 weeks for $I) 


Please send PEACE NEWS for 
to the name and address below. 
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PEACE NEWS 
3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4 
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Three months 8s. 8d.; six months 17s. 4d.; 

. ore year 34s. 
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America and South-East Asia 
Three months 9s. 9d.; six months 19s. 6d.; 
one year 38s. 
Australia and Far East 
Three months 10s. 10d.; six months 21s. 8d.: 
_ one year 42s. 
Air Express Edition 
to US and all parts of America, from our US 
Sales Office. c/o American Friends Service Com- 
mittee, 20 South Twelfth St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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As this is a free service we reserve the right to 
select for publication notices sent in. We nevertheless 
desire to make it as complete a service as we reason- 
ably can, and therefore urge organisers of events to: 


1. Send notices to arrive not later than Mon., a.m. 


2. Include Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, street); 
nature of event; speakers, organisers (and secretary's 
address). 


Friday, Fanuary 16 


HARROW WEALD: 7.45 p.m. Harrow Weald 
Secondary School, Brookshill. ‘‘ The Menace of 
the H-bomb."’ John Horner, Ernie Koberts. Chair: 
Hugh Jenkins. All TU members and friends in 
Labour movement invited. H-bomb exhibition from 
7.15. CND. 

LONDON, N.13: 8 p.m. Bowes Park Methodist 
Ch., Bowes Rd. ‘‘ Sufficient is Thine Arm Alone 
—Facing the Consequences."" Led by Mr. Alan 
Stubbs. MPF 

LONDON, N.W.1.: 7.30 p.m. St. Pancras Town 
Hall. Barbro Alving. Dr. Gunther Anders, Dr. 
Robert Jungk, Prof. A. Lacassagne, John Horner, 
Bishop of Llandaff, Antoinette Pirie, J. B. Priestley. 
Chair: Canon L. John Collins. Opening Demon- 
stration of the European Congress for Nuclear Dis- 
pipe Tickets 1s. from CND, 143 Fleet St., 
E.C.4. 

LONDON, S.W.18.: 7.30 p.m. 13 Elsenham St., 
Southfields. The Vedantic Outlook by Swami 
Avyaktanada. The Vedanta Movement. 

LONDON, W.1: 7.30 p.m. 7 Carlisle St., above 
Partisan Coffee House. ‘' Background to Swaff- 
ham." Discussion on non-violence. Speaker, Alan 
Lovell. Labour Peace Fellowship. 

Saturday, January 17 

LONDON, N.9: 8 p.m. Independent Ch., Knights 
CEU Leonard Tomkinson on China. Edmonton. 
PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1.: 5 p.m. 32 Tavistock Sq., 
Euston. London Area Social. PPU. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS: 12 noon. _ Harrington's 
Cafe, Five Ways. S.E. Area AGM. 2.30. Discus- 
sion Ied by Minnie Pallister. Open to all. PPU. 


Monday, January 19 

LEEDS: Friends Meeting House. ‘‘ A Way to 
World Peace,’’ West Riding PYAG. 

LONDON, W.C.1.: 6 Endsleigh St. 6 p.m. 
Refreshments. 6.30 p.m. Discussion on Important 
PPU Affairs. Central London PPU. 

SHIPLEY: 7.30 p.m. Labour Party Rooms, 
Westgate. PPU. 

Tuesday, January 20 

MANCHESTER: 7.30 p.m 36 Coleridge Rd., 
Old Trafford. PPU Group Mtg. 

SOUTHAMPTON: 7.15 p.m. 4 Kings Park Rd. 
AGM < and Discussion. ‘* The Case For and Against 
Non-Violent Obstruction."" PPU. 

WALTON-ON-THAMES: 8 p.m. The Playhouse. 
Nuclear Disarmament and our Future. Anne Clark, 
Margaret Curwen, Ted Redhead, MP, Dr. F. i 
Heymann. Chair: Rev. R. C. Wood. CND. 

Wednesday, January 21 

LONDON, S.W.4: 7.45 p.m. 27 Clapham Park 
Rd. Arlo Tatum ‘ Peacemaker in Nigeria.’’ PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 1 p.m. 32 Tavistock Sq., 
Euston. James Cameron on Current Affairs. 
WILPF. 

Thursday, January 22 

LONDON, E.i1: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Hse., 
Bush Rd. Douglas Clark, ‘‘ Censorship and the 
Theatre." PPU . 

LONDON, E£.C.3: 1.15 p.m. Church of St. 
Olave, Hart St. Christian Responsibility & Inter- 
national Affairs in the light of the Lambeth Report. 
The Rev. John Vaughan, ‘* The Christian Solution.’* 
In co-operation with the National Peace Council. 

PORTSMOUTH: 7.30 p.m. The Community 
Centre Twyford Ave. ‘‘ Any Questions.’ Terence 
Chivers, Arthur Goss, Sheila Jones, Alan Lovell, 
Allen Skinner. Chair: Mr. F. H. Creed. PN and 
<CND. 

Friday, January 23 

BRADFORD: 7.45 p.m. _ Mechanics Institute. 

Brains Trust. John Braine, Dr. John Rex. CND. 
Monday, January 26 

ROMFORD: 7.45 p.m. 33 Eastwood Rd. (6 
mins. from Goodmayes Stn.). Important meeting 
of new PPU Group. Myrtle Solomon. 

Monday to Thursday, January 26 to 29 


OXFORD: 10 am.—9 p.m. Assembly Room. 
spell Hall. ‘‘No Place to Hide’’ Exhibition. 


Wednesday, January 28 
LONDON, N.W.1: 6.30 p.m. Friends House, 
Euston Rd. ‘' Peace Forum.'’ Questions and dis- 
cussion with Panel from Standing Joint Pacifist 
Committee. 
Thursday, January 29 
LONDON, E.11: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Hse. 
Bush Rd. Sam Walsh, ‘‘ My Visit to Cyprus.’ 


PPU. 

LONDON, £E.C.3: 1.15 p.m. Church of St. 
Olave, Hart St. Christian Responsibility and Inter- 
national Affairs in the light of the Lambeth Report. 
The Rev. John Vaughan, ‘' The Church’s Task.” 
In co-operation with the National Peace Council. 

LONDON, N.15: 7.45 p.m. Municipal Hall, The 
Green, Tottenham. ‘' Children of Hiroshima ** film, 
followed by questions answered by panel of local 
people. Tottenham Free Church Council. 

Saturday, January 31 

LONDON, N.W.1: 2.30-8.30 p.m. Friends Hse., 
Euston Rd. Film Viewing Session of peace films 
relating to muclear warfare, race relations, war on 
want, refugees, non-violence, etc. Tickets 4s. 6d. 
(incl. tea) and s.a.e. please from Rex Phillips, 32 Elm 
Grove, Orpington, Kent. SoF. 
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Every week! 


SUNDAYS 


LONDON: 3 pm _ Clapham Common. Open air 
mtg. The Brotherhood of the Way. 
LONDON: 3 nm Hyde Park. Speaker's Corner. 
Pacifist Forum, PYAG. 
BRADFORD: 815 pm. Broadway Car Park. 
Open air meeting. Pacifist Youth Action Group. 
SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 


LONDON: Weekend Workcamps. Work for needy 
aections of the community. IVS, 72 Oakley Sq., 


London, NW! 
TUESDAYS 
MANCHESTER: 1-2 p.m. Deansgate Blitz Site. 
Christian Pacifis' open-air meeting. MPF 
WEDNESDAYS 
LONDON. N.4: 7 pm_ Peace News Office, 3 
Blackstock Rd Pacifist Youth Action Group 
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The West must 


rally to 


Malta’s aid 


By FENNER BROCKWAY MP 


Chairman, Movement for Colonial Freedom 


ALTA will not become another 

Cyprus, but it may become, on a 
small scale, another India. The 
Maltese people will not follow the 
Cypriot pattern; instead, they plan to 
follow the pattern of India's struggle 
for independence. Dom Mintoff and 
the powerful Maltese Labour Party, 
which he heads, have decided on non- 
violent resistance. 


The British Government’s proposal to 
select (rather than allow the people to 
elect) a Council to govern the island, will 
not receive the support of a single repre- 
sentative Maltese citizen. Not one of the 
members of the Legislature, which was 
dissolved last April, will serve on it. 


Dr. Borg Olivier, the leader of the 
Nationalist Opposition, is as opposed to 
the Lennox-Boyd plan as Mintoff, the ex- 
Prime Minister. The only known politician 
likely to co-operate is Miss Mabel Strick- 
land. Her membership of the Council 
would merely emphasise its unrepresentative 
character; her fragmentary Progressive 
Constitutional Party failed to get a single 
candidate elected. She is a_ reactionary 
whom the Maltese people have decisively 
rejected. 


The Governor of Malta, Sir Robert 
Laycock, flew to see the Pope when the 
constitutional crisis arose. The population 
of Malta is mostly Catholic, and the 
Governor’s object, no doubt, was to win 
the sympathy of the Church. I do not 
expect, however, any significant intervention 
from the Pope or the Archbishop of Malta. 
The Archbishop is aware of the overwhelm- 
ing backing given by the Catholic workers 
to Dom Mintoff, and he told me in July 
that he did not propose to interfere in the 
politics of the island. 


Why not independence ? 


The Colonial Secretary and the Governor 
have placed the blame for the breakdown 
of the recent London Constitutional talks 
on Mintoff and the Labour Party. The 
initial mistake was made by Mr. Lennox- 
Boyd himself. He invited Miss Strickland 
to take part. The Labour delegation not 
unnaturally declined to recognise her as 
a representative of Malta, though they 
readily accepted the presence of Dr. Olivier 
and his colleagues. The consequence was 
that the Colonial Secretary decided to meet 
the three delegations separately. 

In fact, there was no real discussion with 
the Labour Party representatives at all. 
When at the first mecting Dom Mintoff 
claimed independence for Malta in 1962, 
Mr. Lennox-Boyd rejected the demand 
immediately, and, I am told, walked out 
of the conference room. Thereafter there 
was a voluminous exchange of letters. 
Mintoff and his colleagues might just as 
well have stayed in Malta and communicated 
by post. 

What is unreasonable in the proposal 
that Malta should have independence in 
1962? Her people are educated and 
politicaly mature. They halve already had 
an elected Legislature responsible for most 
internal affairs. An all-Party Commission 
from Britain recommended that they should 
have the right to elect repsesentatives to 
the House of Commons, surely a certificate 
of responsibility. It was only because the 
government at Whitehall declined the ex- 
tension of the British social services to 
Malta on a basis satisfactory to her rep- 
resentatives that the proposal for political 
integration with Britain was discarded. 

The argument against independence is 
that Malta is economically bound to Britain. 
True, the economy of the island has been 
inseparably linked with the British Govern- 
ment; Malta has been our naval fortress 
in the Mediterranean, and its working 
population has depended almost entirely 
upon the naval dockyards. But the naval 


It is this 
situation which has created the present 
crisis. 

A year ago the Maltese Labour Govern- 


dockyard is now being closed. 


ment expressed dissatisfaction with the 
arrangements proposed for the continued 
employment of the men. In April the Trade 
Union Movement called a general strike. 
During this dispute there was a conflict 
between the Governor and the Premier re- 
garding the control of the police. Mintoff 
resigned, and Dr, Olivier declined to take 
his place. There has been no elected 
Government since. 

Meanwhile the British Government has 
negotiated a contract with a Welsh firm 
to take over the dockyard. Mintoff protests 
that this should not have been done without 
consultation with Maltese representatives 
and the Trade Union Movement. Both the 
Labour Party and the Trade Unionists be- 
lieve that large dismissals of workers will 
be inevitable and that Malta will be 
plunged into deeper poverty. 


Mintoff’s aim 

The British Government has offered 
£29,000,000 for economic development. 
Mintoff says this is not enough. He esti- 
mates that £100,000,000 will be required 
to transform Malta from a naval dockyard 
base into a self-supporting civilian economy. 
I’ve discussed this with him both in Malta 
and in London. He plans a trading estate 
with light industries to supplement the 
dockyard. He aims to make Malta the 
workshop of the Mediterranean, repairing 
the ships which pass by, providing goods 
for North Africa and other nearby terri- 
tories. 

Admittedly, £100,000,000 would be a lot 
for Britain to find, but we have demanded 
much from Malta. During the war the 
island was Britain’s naval and military out- 
post in the Mediterranean. It was bombed 
day and night; no target was so inces- 
santly attacked. At the end of the war the 
whole population of Malta was presented 
with the George Cross, a unique recogni- 
tion of their bravery in suffering. I have 
been in these underground tombs, centuries 
old, damp and cold, where the people 
spent the terrible nights of the war years. 

But it was not only Britain which made 
this demand on Malta. It was the Common- 
wealth (then white only); it was the West, 
including America. I say it will be an 
enduring shame if Britain, the Dominions 
and the West, who accepted Malta’s sacri- 
fice during the war, fail her now because 
the island is no longer required to serve 
naval needs. 


Reconstruction fund 

When I returned from Malta last summer 
I made the proposal that the Dominions 
and the West, in addition to Britain, should 
mark their appreciation of Malta’s bravery 
by something more tangible than a George 
Cross. I suggested they should establish 
a joint reconstruction fund to enable the 
island to adjust itself to the needs of peace. 
One hundred million pounds would be a 
strain for Britain alone, but, even if our 
contribution remained at £29,000,000, the 
Dominions, Western Europe and America 
could raise the balance without difficulty. 
It is their moral duty to do so. They 
demanded sacrifice from Malta during the 
war. Let them sacrifice a little for Malta 
in peace. 

This gift should be made freely without 
asking Malta to forego her independence. 
France has just given a good example. She 
told Guinea that financial aid would end 
if her people chose independence. They 
chose independence, nevertheless: but 
France has been better than her word. 
Arrangements have been made for financial 
association to continue. 

Britain should be equally broad-minded. 
Given good-will, there is no reason why an 
economic agreement should not be reached 
with an independent Malta. 


Continued in next column 
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MEETINGS . 

DOCUMENTARY FILM “ Operation Teutonic 
Sword.” Questions and Discussion. Sunday, 
January 18, 7.30 p.m, 52 Clapham High St.. S.W.4 
(near Clapham Common tube station). Socialist 


Party of Great Britain. 
FLUORIDATION OF WATER SUPPLIES— 


Debate between Dr. C. L. Sharp (MoH for Bed- 
B. P. Allinson. Chairman: Dr. 
F Monday, January 19, 
7.30. 2s. 6d. London Natural Health Society. 
HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 

A VEGETARIAN GUEST HOUSE in the heart 
of the Lake District, Rothay Bank, Grasmere, 
Westmorland, offers comfortable rooms and expertly 
planned meals, attention to those 1equiring rest as 
well as facilities for walkers, climbers, motorists. 
Large garden with views of fells.—Isabel James, 


Telephone: Grasmere 334. 
GET AWAY FROM_ IT ALL—to Reculver 


Lodge, Beltinge, Kent (Herne Bay 750). Country 
and sea. Vegetarians catered for. ‘ 

SNOWDONIA NATIONAL PARK. Vegetarian 
Guest House overlooking Cardigan Bay. Mountains, 
sea bathing and sands. Also furnished rooms, own 
kitchen. Trevor und Mary Jepson, Brackenhurst, 
Fairbourne, Merioneth. 

ACCOMMODATION 

HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and aay good 
food for visitors and permanent guests. CANonbury 
1340. Tclkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton Pk., N5 

OLD JORDANS HOSTEL (Quaker Conference 
Centre) has a few dates still free for conferences, 
house-parties or retreats. Maximum No. 28. Write 
the Warden, Old Jordans Hostel, near Beaconsfield, 


Bucks. 
PERSONAL 

HIRE THE FILM of the Rocket Site Demon- 
strations. 30 mins. 15s. Full details from Eric 
Walker, 154 Corbyn St., London, N.4. 

WIDOWER, SMALLHOLDER, MARKET gar- 
dener, with two teenagers, wishes contact widow] 
mother/other to share home and work. Box 808. 

YOUNG MAN, AMERICAN, 25, Vegetarian- 
Pacifist; good-natured and intelligent; desires cor- 
respondence with young lady of similar views, pre- 
ferably in America, with view to marriage. Box 804. 

LITERATURE ‘ 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature respecting 
the Faith and Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to Friends’ Home Service 
Cttee., Friends House, Euston Rd.. London N.W.I. 

SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED rl 

WANTED, INTERESTING RESPONSIBLE job, 
anything from caretaker to secretary, whole of 
part-time Prefer with accommodation. BM/MGNV. 
London, W.C 1 

TYPING REQUIRED by Experienced Secretary to 
do at home. knowledge of German. Terms very 
moderate. Box 807. 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

FRIENDLY GUEST HOUSE seeks intellectual 
cook-housekeeper who enjoys sea and country and 
appreciates villaee life. Able to cater for vege- 
tarians. Box 809 


Revolt in Belgian Congo 


I must add a note about the disturbances 
in the Belgian Congo, in which 42 Africans 
were killed, 208 Africans injured, and 49 
Europeans injured. This event is of extra- 
ordinary significance because the Belgians 
thought that the comparatively good 
economic conditions of the African workers 
were a safeguard against political unrest. 

The Africans have practically no citizen- 
ship rights. Thirteen months ago, selected 
Africans were allowed for the first time 
to elect local Coundillors in Leopoldville, 
but in the City Council a white majority 
was maintained and in the African suburbs 
the powers of the Councillors and Mayors 
were very limited. 

One of the African Mayors, however, 
was not content with this subservience. 
Joseph Kasavubu, President of the Abako, 
an African cultural organisation which he 
has made political, called a mass meeting in 
the YMCA. Police arrived to stop the 
gathering. There were clashes outside the 
hall and in the streets, and afterwards shops 
were looted. 

Kasavubu was arrested, charged with 
attending an unauthorised meeting and in- 
citing race hatred. Three hundred other 
Africans were arrested, of whom 96 were 
kept in custody. 

This event has stunned the Belgians; its 
shocked Parliament in Brussels has sent a 
nine-member commission to _ investigate. 
But there is something more significant than 
Kasavubu’s challenge. 

The Belgians have relied on the loyalty 
of two Africans. One is M. Pinzi, whom 
they promoted to the Governor’s Council. 
The second is M Patrick Lumumba, presi- 
dent of the moderate Congolese National 
Movement. M_ Pinzi has now demanded 
the election of both local and provincial 
evncils by universal franchise. M. 
J.imumba, who ws present at the recent 
Africin People’s Conference at Accra, has 
startled the whites by calling for Congolese 
inde endence. 

‘Vhen those who have been regarded ag 
“safe” Africans make such demands there 
mst be a stirring in Belgian Congo. The 
day of the acceotance of political subser- 
vi-vee has ended 
(Copyright in India and Africa reserved to 

author.) 
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Rocket protesters 

s e 

go to jail 
S Peace News went to Press on Wednes- 
day, 23 of the 37 demonstrators at the 
North Pickenham missile base had been 
imprisoned for refusing to enter into recog- 

nisances to keep the peace. 

Hugh Brock, the Editor of Peace News, 
and Vice-Chairman of the Direct Action 
Committee Against Nuclear War, which 
organised the missile base demonstrations, 
was arrested on Saturday with Michael 
Randle, the Chairman; April Carter, the 
Secretary, and Pat Arrowsmith, Field 
Organiser, were committed to prison on 
Tuesday. 

The demonstrators who are serving 14- 
day sentences are in the following prisons: 

Brixton (London, S.W.2): Geoffrey Alex- 
ander, Hugh Brock, Christopher Farley, 
Cyril King, Oliver Mahler, Michael Randle, 
Michael Scott. 

Holloway (London, N.7): Pat Arrow- 
smith, Joyce Brodden, April Carter, Liesl 


Dales, Frances Edwards, Inez Randall, 
Mildred Slater, Vilma Tordoff. 
Norwich: Philip Cook, [an Dixon, 


Francis Deutsch, Anthony Maurice-Jones, 
John Otter, 

Strangeways (Manchester) : 
holm, Alan Longman. 

Swansea: John Dennithorne, 

Letters, which should be clearly marked 
on the envelope not to take precedence 
over personal correspondence, may be sent 
but may not be delivered until their release. 
All intending visitors except those invited 
by the prisoners are specially asked to 
contact the Direct Action Committee Office 
(STA 7052) where all visiting, which is very 
limited, is being co-ordinated, 

A march between Brixton and Holloway 
prisons is being organised in support of the 
action of those arrested. The date which 
will be confirmed in next week’s PN is 
expected to be Saturday, Jan. 24. 


Mary Chis- 


@ FROM PAGE ONE 


would be possible to shell both Stockholm, 
Abo and Helsinki and block shipping to 
Russia and the Northern Baltic ports. What 
temptation to any strategist ! 


This temptation has been prevented by 
the complete demilitarisation of the islands 
under a treaty, to which Britain is a party. 
This treaty was upheld faithfully even dur- 
ing the second World War, when Britain 
and Finland happened to be in different 
warring camps, 


There has, in Sweden, been some very 
vociferous propaganda (chiefly in some 
large circulation newspapers) for Sweden 
joining NATO. The NATO advocates have, 
however, had very little following. They 
are not represented by a single member of 
Parliament. Similarly, Finland has refused 
to be drawn closer to the Eastern bloc. 


[It would be outside the scope of this 
article to discuss the reasons for Sweden's 
neutrality. Sweden once had an Empire, 
and lost every bit of it. It gained—only 
afterwards—its present prosperity which has 
given the country the highest living stan- 
dard in Europe, and makes it the most 
important customer in Europe for British 
industrial products. This is part of the 
background for Sweden’s desire to be out- 
side any international conflict and the re- 
fusal to be mixed up in any disputes. We 
had enough to do with European disputes 
in the old imperial days! 


Military demands 


There is, at present, the danger of 
Sweden following a path which makes it 
difficult to uphold this neutrality. The mili- 
tary High Command of Sweden—like that 
of Switzerland—wants the country to pro- 
duce atomic bombs, It has put forward 
this demand not only in requests for grants 
in the military budget, but also made pro- 
paganda for it in the Press. (Sweden has 
no law forbidding military people on active 
Service taking part in politics.) The High 
Command want, it is true, only atomic 
bombs for “defensive purposes.” It has 
asked for a first instalment of 2.8 million 
crowns for research purposes in this year’s 
budget and calculated the need at 6 million 
crowns a year in future. 

The intention is to produce about 100 
atomic bombs of the Hiroshima type. They 
should be tested in the sparsely populated 
areas in the north of Sweden or under- 
ground, and would be intended for use by 


NDER the title “Illusion” the 
leader-writer in The Observer this 
week reveals his discovery of the logi- 
cal consequences of reliance upon war, 
which this paper has been stating for 
many years. 


Anyone who thinks at all must know 
that no nation wins an arms race; it may 
win the ensuing war, which is made in- 
evitable by the arms race, or it may lose it. 


For years this paper has been pointing 
out that no Great Power is going to nego- 
tiate from a position of weakness which 
would entail, in fact, a dictation of terms 
by the strongest nation. If it were not so 
there would be no point in the emphasis 
laid upon the necessity for strength. 


It is a matter for thankfulness that a 
newspaper of the calibre of The Observer 
has discovered, at last, the illusory charac- 
ter of the hope that has rested upon the 
“balance of terror” theory. 


It is, however, unfortunate that The 
Observer, which is likely to have more 
influence than Peace News, has nothing 
more constructive to offer than the sugges- 
tion that “Russia and America should aim 
to keep the ‘mutual deterrent’ at its pre- 
sent level and seek additional security by 
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By Sybil Morrison 


fighter aircraft against attacking enemies. 
The High Command also desires research 
into the possibility of atomic missiles for 
coastal defence and anti-submarine warfare. 


Action group formed 


This request led to a great discussion in 
Sweden. Many people considered that 
nuclear armaments are incompatible with 
neutrality, as nobody who prepares for 
taking part in an atomic war wants to wait 
for the other fellow to throw his bombs 
first, but is eager to utilise the element of 
surprise, 

An Action Group against Swedish 
Atomic Bombs was formed and started 
vigorous propaganda, which gave echo 
in the whole Press and in Parliament. 
Mass meetings have been held all over 
Sweden. People who never before iden- 
tified themselves with pacifism have 
joined in the protests. It has even been 
suggested that another name than paci- 
fism should be found so as to show the 
wide support for the movement. 

There is hardly anybody in Sweden who 
has not been confronted with the question: 
“Should Sweden have atomic bombs?” 
When the question came up in Parliament 
there were divided views in almost all 
parties. The chief opponents of atomic 
bombs were to be found in the Liberal and 
Socialist parties, but other groups in the 
same parties advocated atomic armaments. 

One of the results of the debate was 
that the Government promised to await 
the results of the Geneva Conference and 
in the meantime not to advocate the re- 
quested grant to the Military High Com- 
mand. No vote was taken. 

The campaign of the Action Group 
Against Swedish Atomic Bombs increases 
in strength, and is noticed in Swedish 
public life more with every week. 

The question of Swedish atomic bombs 
has also international aspects. A Swedish 
example may be followed by other coun- 
tries outside the Great Powers, and uncon- 
trolled tests may take place everywhere, 
thus increasing the radio-activity. Further- 
more, a country like Sweden (or Switzer- 
land) cannot aflord modern H-bombs, but 
only bombs of the Hiroshima type, which 
are known to the experts as the “dirtiest” 
type. 

Provision has been made in the [atest 
Swedish budget for the setting up of a 
network of stations to check on the level 
of radiation from fall-out from Russian 
and American fests. 


THE 


%. VB 


There has been great publicity in Sweden 
about the effects of the Hiroshima bomb, 
not least thanks to the members of the 
Action Group. The publications of the 
Action Group about the effects of the 
nuclear weapons have caused the military 
High Command to publish a pamphlet try- 
ing to minimise the dangers (with the 
openly expressed purpose of counteracting 
the Action Group's activity). 


The discussion about atomic bombs has, 
of course, caused many-—especially young 
—people to reconsider their attitude to 
armaments in general. 

As one student from Lund University 
said to me some time ago: “I agree that 
it is inhuman to kill other people with 
atomic bombs. But I have asked myself 
if it is more human to kill them with 
other arms. I find that this is not the 
case. I have just received my call-up 
papers, and I will register as a conscien- 
tious objector.” 

This young fellow wrote to me only a 
year earlier telling me that he intended to 
serve in the army when he was called up! 
There are many young people who are 
thinking like he does. 


Missile protesters 
picket London hotel 


A PRIL CARTER, Secretary, and Pat 
“ Arrowsmith, Field Organiser of the 
Direct Action Committee Against Nuclear 
War, both awaiting jail for their part in tho 
missile base demonstration at Swaffham, 
were out on the picket line on Saturday out- 
side the Great Western Hotel, Paddington, 
where applicants were being interviewed for 
technical and scientific posts at the Alder- 
maston Atomic Weapons Research Estab- 
lishment, 

About 50 supporters of the Direct Action 
Committee filed up and down outside the 
hotel handing out leaflets to passers-by. 
Posters carried by demonstrators read 
“Apply here for jobs in mass murder,” 
and “Science for Peace—no jobs available 
here.” 

Among the demonstrators were the elder 
daughter of Anthony Greenwood, MP, and 
the young son and daughter of Elwyn 
Jones, QC, MP. The demonstration was 
initiated by Hal Ewing, who was inter- 
viewed by the police. 


THE GREAT ILLUSION 


The real lesson to be learned from the Russian ‘“ moonchik”’ is that 


neither side can ever win the arms race... 


Only a few years ago the 


slogan which was used to sustain the West in the arms race was the hope that 
we could one day negotiate from positions of strength. Nothing is heard of 


that now. 


Today our best hopes are placed in maintaining “‘a balance of 


terror,” and even that is beginning to look like an illusion now. 


exchanging hostages in the form of a system 
of inspection in each other’s countries”. 

It ought to be clear by now that agree- 
ment will never be reached so long as 
fear is the basis of the discussion. How- 
ever thankful we may be that The Observer 
and, it is to be hoped, its readers, should 
have discovered the fallacy of an arms 
race, it will not do to wait another 50 
years to discover that negotiations will only 
succeed if the will to peace is substituted 
for the will to war. 


The habits of centuries are not easily 
discarded, and the fact that the USA fails 
to offer anything except the continuance of 
the “great deterrent” fallacy and that 
Great Britain seems to be tied to the tail 
of this outworn and monstrously dangerous 
foreign policy, makes it essential that such 
newspapers as The Observer should not 
stop short of the logical conclusion. 


There would, in fact, be no nuclear wea- 
pons if for centuries nations had not been 
engaged in conducting their relations with 
other nations against a background of ulti- 


—The Observer, Jan. 11, 1959. 


mate reliance upon war; there would be no 
““mutual deterrent’ today if arms races 
had ever ended in negotiations instead of 
war. There is no greater incentive to an 
arms race than the necessity for victory. 
The terror of nuclear war lies in the 
fact that millions will suffer and die and 
that, in fact, the whole human race is 
threatened with annihilation, This, natur- 
ally, seems so fearful to the majority of 
people who allow themselves to think about 
it at all, that a great outery against nuclear 
weapons has arisen, and a belief that if 
they were abolished the situation would be 
altered, and mankind would be saved. 


The truth is that it is not the numbers 
killed that matter; it is war that matters. 
War is so evil that by its very nature it 
has produced this evil of mass destruction 
by blast, burning, radio-active sickness and 
incurable disease. This is what war has 
done to men and women who have madly 
put their faith in this terrible illusion. 


There is no possible escape from these 
completely logical consequences until that 


fundamental truth is recognised, and the 
only cause of nuclear weapons, reliance 
upon war, is abandoned. 


When papers other than Peace News, 
and people other than pacifists discover this 
incontrovertible fact, then the real hope for 
peace will have dawned, and the safety of 
the human race will be ensured. 


ROCKET BASES - H-BOMBS 
* 

ARMS AND UNEMPLOYMENT 
*K 

YOUR CHILDREN’S FUTURE 


Any Questions? 
answered by 
J. ALLEN SKINNER 


Associate Editor, Peace News! 


ALAN LOVELL and 


TERENCE CHIVERS 
of Peace News staff 
ARTHUR GOSS 
Member of Friends Peace Committee 
SHEILA JONES 
Atomic Scientist 
Chairman Mr. F. H. CREED 
The Community Centre, 
Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth 


Thursday, Jan, 22, at 7.30 p.m. 


Peace News and Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament 
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